Hypertrophic neuritis due to chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyradiculoneuropathy (CIDP): a postmortem pathological study.
A postmortem pathological study of a 65-year-old woman with hypertrophic neuritis associated with hand tremor and limb ataxia is described. There were many onion bulbs and loss of myelinated nerve fibers in the peripheral nerves, including the facial and subserosal visceral nerves. The hypertrophic neuritis was caused by chronic inflammatory demyelinating neuropathy (CIDP), in which interstitial amorphous substances in the endoneurium and onion bulb formation might contribute to nerve swelling. We speculate that visceral autonomic nerves as well as somatic peripheral nerves are involved in patients with a long clinical CIDP course and that peripheral nerve pathology in this disorder shows more heterogeneous changes than previously recognized.